« HOME ELECTRONICS -

String Trio

With the Stradivari speaker, Sonus faber completes its homage to violin makers.

SONUS FABER, the [mlian company wniver

.
sally scknowledged for revolutionizing the J

shape of dvoamic loudspeakers, celebratea
irs Mith anmiversary thas year with not one
buac bweo syrntficant evenrs, The birst was the
comuitruction of a !_1_:|||||-'H.-\.:_I_I.'|'!'-\.'-r-|!l\.'\ll fax

tory in Vicenza. The bulding opened in
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the Stradivary Homage.
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bur i new home 15 anyvehing but a typi-
cal industrial structuere; s glass core 1s
flanked by rwo wooden wings that
cvoke the staves of a lute, the stringed
instrument with a pear-shaped body
that narrows o a fretsed fingerboard
The visual concept is repeated in the
lspeming room, only In this instance
the wood sorus break up sound refle
tons, thus creanng a seutral listening
anviromment. Here B wherne the com- |
pany has perfected s new Ragshap |
speaker.

The Stradivart completes the rilogy
of Homage models named atrer
esteemed violin makers living in
Cremona, a histonc city southeast of
Milase. Sonus faber launched the
series 3 decade ago with the Guarner
Homage {10,006 per pair), 3 compact, two-way speakes
sef atop an integrated stand. The speaker. w hich 15 =all n

prosluction, shares more than just a name with the 17th-

maker. The zolid, fine wood staves are
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assembled and finished using the same rechmgues and
organic glues and lacquers that its namesake emnploved fow
centuries agpo. The Guarneri was the first speaker to break
ot of the koo [ mereduced the radacal hoe-shape cabiner

that countles manufacmerers have since copied

Ihe Guarnen was followed n 1998
by the Aman Homage (322.00K) per
patr}, a full-range, floor-standing sy
tem. Like the Guarneri’s, s grill 1s
remaniscent of a series of HrIngs, a
design thar evokes Cremona's most
famows insmoement, Both speakess fea-
ture hand-finshed. high-gloss coanngs,
black licquer accencs, and fine leather
coverings for the front surfaces, or baftles

[he Stradivari Homage (3-HLAHNT pet
pairh, the final model, solidifies Sonws
faber’s reputation s a pioneer In design
At firse glance, the speaker appears to
be two Amacis posntioned fce-to-face,
but closer inspection reveals 3 com-
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tain 0o be pumicked. The speaker stands
534 inches tall and 26 inches wade, but it
1 anlv a foor |_|r_'|_"|_'|_"'| |'||' Stradivar: 5 the

gltimarte statement of what Sonus taber
j
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designer Franco Serblin

Alchough Serblin% design deviages froam
the lure shape, he incorporated visual
elements—the string grills, wooden
construction, leather around the
drive vmes, and the black lacquer
top and botrrom—that distinguish
the Stradivars as a sibling of the ear-
lier Homage speakers. 1 have staved faithful to the original
concept—this is my homage to the greats of Cremona, he
says. He abso integrated Sonus fabers new highly refined
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consectors, It would not have been right o igect hagh
tech into the Stradivari—o oy o reinvent the speaker.”

Serblin explaing. It is an evolubon” —HEN KESSLER

Conps faber, FI0LE4T 500, s conuzfabercom

Like fts bwa predecessors in S _iru].ll'r'\ Huomoge line, the Strodivori evokes the instrunsend for which its namesih is .:r“"""""'-
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